Combined radioguided parathyroidectomy and intravenous vitamin D therapy for the treatment of uraemic hyperparathyroidism.
Therapy combining radioguided parathyroidectomy (PTx) followed by intravenous maxacalcitol was given to a 50-year-old Japanese man referred for treatment of uraemic secondary hyperparathyroidism. After laboratory and radiological examinations, the patient underwent uncomplicated, successful surgery, but glands that had not been detected radiologically before the procedure became apparent with a scintillation counter immediately after the removal of the swollen gland. To prevent relapse of secondary hyperparathyroidism in the remaining glands, 10 microg of maxacalcitol was injected intravenously after each dialysis session. Following a minimally invasive radioisotope-guided PTx, the potential risk of relapse in the remaining glands has to be considered and intensive medical therapy should be instituted immediately after the operation. Further study needs to elucidate whether this treatment strategy can improve the long-term prognosis of patients with secondary hyperparathyroidism